The Bermudas, a group of islands situated in 32%? N. lat., and in 69? W. long., at a distance of six hundred miles from the nearest point of the American continent, suffer epidemically from the same diseases as affect that continent within a certain distance from the equator. 
and in 69? W. long., at a distance of six hundred miles from the nearest point of the American continent, suffer epidemically from the same diseases as affect that continent within a certain distance from the equator.
The climate of this isolated group differs from that of the continent in the same latitudes. In many points it resembles that of the northern Bahamas, and chiefly so in the mildness of its winters.
There is a total absence of the regular diurnal land and sea breezes of the summer, which moderate the heat of the West Indies. That season in the Bermudas, although of tropical heat, is subject to great variations of moisture, the summers being dry or wet, irregularities unknown in tropical regions, but familiar to the inhabitants of the continent of North America.
The main points of population are at St. George's Island, the extreme eastern part of the group, at Hamilton near its centre, and at Ireland Island the extreme west.
The first of these localities is the ancient chief town, which St. George's.
July 12.
Ireland.
July 21.
DATES OF THE EPIDEMIC.
Epidemic intensity. George's. On the march fourteen men were returned to the regimental hospital, many to die; and up to the 21st September, the cases returned to hospital retained a high ratio to strength, after which date they declined to the end of the month, and but few new cases presented themselves after the first week in October at the Ferry Camp.
In the meantime the mortality among the sick in the hospital at St. George's ran very high. The number of cases being in excess of the accommodation, the atmosphere of the hospital became a source of infection so that none could enter the wards with impunity.
"Medical officers, whether of European or of Native blood, were attacked. One of the former died. Two-thirds of the nurses were attacked, and one-third fell victims. Of a detachment of eighty-eight men employed in carrying the sick, cleansing the hospital, and burying the dead, sixty-four were attacked, and thirty-four died, " Most of the Europeans who remained in town were attacked, and numbers of them were dying. Since the date of the last yellow fever epidemic, the accommodation of the prisoners had been altered. In lieu of 1045 men kept in three frigate convict-hulks, there were about 1000 men hulked in a line-of-battle ship and a frigate ; while about 400 men were housed on Boaz Island, in newly-constructed buildings. In the ships the cubic allowance was about 250 feet; at Boaz Island it was 317 feet.
All cases of disease originating in either of these prisons were at once forwarded for treatment to the " Tenedos"
hospital hulk, where the regulated space for each bed was less than 250 cubic feet.
In as far as the prisons for the convicts in health were concerned, there was a marked advantage gained; but as regards the sick, there was a deterioration of circumstances equally manifest in the loss of accommodation in the naval hospital, which they had enjoyed in the epidemic of 1843, where the regulation allowance to each patient had been on the average 700 feet. I entertain the opinion that the great mortality of the cases in the convict hospital arose from an infected atmosphere, produced by emanations from the excreta of so many sick crowded together amidst most unsanitary conditions, until the climax of epidemic intensity was arrived at?the disease being characterised by a copious excretion of diseased blood corpuscles.
But with such probabilities in favour of that side of the question, it will be interesting to trace the antecedents, circumstances, and progress of the epidemic in the hospitalhulk, which I shall now attempt to do from the evidence in possession. 
